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SDEWES Panel Discussion: CLIMATE CHANGE

Is this weather or climate?

Source: arcGIS
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The Panellists
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Sad German People
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German Summer 2018
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• Climate researchers have been blaming the unusual warming of the Arctic 

for the unusual weather in the northern hemisphere for a few years now. 

• The region around the North Pole heats up faster than the rest of the 

planet, about twice as much as the mid-latitudes. 

• The asymmetric warming of the northern hemisphere now leads to the 

weather phenomenon that brought e.g. Germany these eternal summers

• Because the lower temperature gradient between the pole and the tropics 

deprives the jet stream of its energy 

• As a result, the high and low pressure areas do not get out of place - and 

the weather becomes extreme stable.

Weather or Climate?
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German Summer 2019

• Important industries are 

located at Rhine River

• Hard coal fired power plants 

are delivered via Rotterdam

• Fuel is distributed via the 

Rhine River. Some filling 

stations reduced services or 

even closed

Even more important:

• SDEWES Cologne will have 

its dinner and party on a ship 

cruising the Rhine River
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Since two years: German People


